
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tumwater High School 
Pesticide-handling class to be taught June 26 in Spanish and English 
 
OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) is offering a class in Spanish and English 

for agricultural employees who mix, load or apply pesticides. The free class runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on  

June 26 at Tumwater High School, 700 Israel Rd., Tumwater.  

 
Through hands-on exercises, participants will learn about personal protective equipment, mixing and loading, cleanup 

and disposal, first aid, and health issues associated with pesticide work. They will also be given training to qualify for 

a Worker Protection Standard (WPS) Handler Training Verification Card issued by WSDA. State and federal rules 

require agricultural employers to provide training to their employees that handle pesticides. The class also qualifies 

as recertification training for persons already licensed as pesticide applicators.  

 
Leading the class will be Flor Tovar, a bilingual agricultural chemical specialist who works in Wenatchee for 

WSDA’s Farmworker Education Program. The training will be presented in four separate modules, each with a 

bilingual instructor. This allows Spanish-speaking participants to be taught in Spanish and English-speaking 

participants to be taught in English.  

 
“Those who take this class will have a better understanding of pesticide handling, storage, cleanup, personal 

protective equipment and they will be better able to help teach co-workers in their own language,” said Tovar. The 

class will benefit workers applying pesticides for Christmas tree growers, ornamental and forest nurseries, and all 

other agricultural areas.  

 
To register, call Flor Tovar at (509) 662-0590 or the WSDA Olympia Pesticide Licensing office toll-free at (877) 

301-4555 and ask for registration information on the Tumwater Hands-On Handler Training course.  
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